
League of Women Voters Morristown Area 
President’s Report 2017-2018 
 
This has been a busy and productive year for the LWV Morristown Area.  We began the League 
year with a kick off meeting in September at the Visiting Nurse Association, Morristown.  
Debbie McComber and Joan Bariahtaris introduced our new website (lwvmorrisarea.org) and 
social media initiatives:  Facebook page: League of Women Voters Morristown Area & Twitter: 
@LWVMorristown. 
 
From late September through election day in November, we had a busy schedule of voter 
service activities.  We held several voter registrations drives and hosted nine candidate forums 
for the municipal and/or board of education races in the towns we serve.  We also posted 
information about all our local races on Vote411.org to provide voters with vital information 
about voting and the candidates on the ballot. 
 
In November, our membership meeting held at the Morris County Library was planned by Beth 
Hyre and Kathy Abbott.  The meeting focused on Get Out the Vote strategies.  Kathy presented 
data about voter turnout in our local elections and members worked in small groups to 
brainstorm strategies that we can use to promote and improve voter participation in future 
elections.  
 
We held our annual Holiday Party on December 5, 2017 with a dinner at Portofino Restaurant, 
Morristown.  Members enjoyed a terrific meal and good company. 
 
In January 2018, Debbie McComber and Donna Guariglia provided the leadership for our 
participation as one of the host organizations of the Women’s March on NJ-Morristown.  Our 
members marched with a crowd of 10,000 on January 20, 2018 to bring Power to the Polls. 
 
Our annual Program Planning brunch was held at the home of Marie Fornaro on January 21, 
2108.  We had a good discussion about the education and advocacy platform proposed by the 
LWVUS. 
 
In March, partnering with the Network for Responsible Public Policy, Women and Family Issues 
Director, Cece Kent planned a panel discussion entitled #Metoo Movement, Why Now, What’s 
Next, held at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum, Morristown.  
 
A “Get to Know the LWV Morristown Area” membership meeting held in April at the 
Morristown/Morris Township Library provided a helpful orientation for the many new 
members who have joined the League following the success of the Women’s March. 
 
Our voter service activities this spring included student voter registration drives at seven local 
high schools.  In April, we also participated in a panel discussion event organized by the Drew 
University Civics Scholars Program on the importance of voting.   
 



In May, a candidate forum was held for the Democratic primary candidates running in the 
Township of Morris.  Also, in partnership with several local organizations, we hosted candidate 
forums for Congressional District 11 Democratic and Republican primary candidates. 
 
The LWVMA Board of Directors held eight monthly board meetings from September 2017 
through May 2018.  Board meetings were open to all members.   
 
Submitted by  
Donna Guariglia & Jennifer Woodward 
LWVMA Co-Presidents 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION/COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
ANNUAL REPORT – 2017-2018 
 
Our local League membership is up substantially this year, and our challenge is two-fold: 
 

• Engage all of our members as we move forward; 

• Raise our visibility within the broader community. 
 
One way to do this is to focus our efforts on “Get Out The Vote” (GOTV) initiatives.  We held a 
brainstorming session in November where we sought ideas for ways to target the different 
demographics within our communities. 
 
Our next step is to form a sub-committee (working closely with Voter Service) to develop some 
concrete initiatives for the upcoming elections in 2018, 2019 and 2020. 
 
We will be looking at ways to let people know why their vote matters at all levels of 
government.   
 
There is a bill before the State legislature at present that would require a civics education 
course in all NJ middle schools (including required professional development for educators).  
The LWVNJ Education Committee is working with the State Board to encourage support of this 
legislation. 
 
Submitted by: Beth Hyre 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Voter Service Annual Report 
2017 – 2018 
 
One if the main functions of the Voter Service Committee is to provide our citizens with enough 
information so that they are well educated regarding our voting process.  To this end we 
sponsor voter registration drives, candidate forums and information sessions on topical issues. 
 
Voter Registration Activities 

• Sunday, Sept. 10th, Nancy Verga will register voters at the Acme from 9-11 am. 

• Nancy Verga also plans to have a voter registration table at the Morristown High School 
back to school night. 

• Monday, Sept 11th, Sandra Persichetti and Donna Guariglia will register voters at the 
Morristown Soup Kitchen. 

• Friday, Sept 15th and Tuesday, Sept 26th, Marie will register voters at St. Elizabeth’s at 
11am. 

• Sunday, Sept 24th is the Morristown Fall Festival and we will have a table from 12-5. 
 
VOTER SERVICE SCHEDULE- Fall 2017 
OCTOBER 
10th – Governors Debate, LWVNJ Co-Sponsor 
17th – voter registration deadline 
31st – deadline to apply for Mail-In Ballot by Mail 
 
Candidate forums  
October 
17th Morris School District, Board of Education, Alexander Hamilton School Auditorium, 24 Mills 
St. Morristown, 7:30 pm 
*19th Morris County Freeholders, Madison Community House, 25 Cook Ave. Madison, 7:30pm 
23th Morris Township Committee, Thomas Jefferson School auditorium, 101 James St. 
Morristown, 7:30pm 
24th Chatham Township Committee, Chatham Township Municipal Bldg. 58 Meyersville Road, 
Chatham Township, 7:30 pm 
25th Morristown Mayor/Council, Thomas Jefferson School Auditorium, 101 James St. 
Morristown, 7:00 pm 
26th Madison Borough Council, Madison Community Center, 25 Cook Ave. Madison, 7:30pm 
26th Chatham Borough Council, Chatham Municipal Bldg. 54 Fairmount Ave., Chatham, 7:30pm 
30th Chatham School District, Board of Education, Chatham High School Media Center, 255 
Lafayette Ave. Chatham, 7:30 pm 
 
November 
*1st. Madison Board of Education, Madison Ambulance Corp, 29 Prospect St. Madison, 7:30 pm 
6th in person ballot deadline – 3pm 
7th General Election 



 
Spring 2018 
April 
 9th – voter registration – Morristown High School (20) 
12th – voter registration - Drew University (5) 
13th – voter registration – Chatham High School (25) 
20th – voter registration – Morristown Beard High School 
20th  -voter registration - Randolph high school 
27th – voter registration – Madison High School 
May  
14 –  voter registration - Morristown Soup Kitchen 
 
Primary Candidate Forums 
May 
15  Congressional District 11 Alfred Vail School, 125 Speedwell Ave. 7pm. 
22  Township of Morris Committee, Alfred Vail School, Morris Township 
 
June 
5th – Primary Election 
 
Submitted by, Marie Fornaro, Voter Service Director 
 
 
Communication/Social Media 
Annual Report 2017-2018 
 
Communications has made major changes in the last year.  We have a new website, social 
media platforms and central email. 
Our website has been a great success.  We have gained new members through the site using 
Paypal.  We also have a lot more online engagement through social media.  Interest and 
engagement in the League has also increased through our involvement in the Women’s March 
and March for our Lives in Morristown. 
Another online campaign taking place is Fair Districts.  This will help build awareness of the 
LWV. 
Our website and social media runs on content that is current and visual.  To be most effective 
we need advance planning on our calendar and information from our members planning 
events. 
As a member, everyone should follow our Twitter account (@LWVMorristown) and like our 
Facebook page (@LWVMorristownArea) We have more members than we have followers or 
likes on these pages.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Bariahtaris, Communication/Social Media Director 



 
Area Planning Annual Report 
 
Colgate-Palmolive (formerly Mennen Company property) re-development in Morris 
Township.  Approval granted in 2017; changes to affordable housing rental units was increased 
to 31.5%. 
 
The town of Morristown has submitted a $1.5 million bid to buy the century-old U.S. post office 
on the Green.  Although major restoration is needed, Mayor Dougherty suggests using the site 
for town functions. 
 
Atlantic Health System received approval from the Madison Planning Board to construct a new 
patient rehabilitation facility at the Giralda Farms complex.  This facility replaces the 95 Mt. 
Kemble Avenue, Morristown center which has been sold.  Residential housing has been 
proposed for the site.   
 
The Jets football team has gotten approval to construct a helicopter landing spot 
despite opposition from Madison, Florham Park and Morris Township residents who live near 
the training site off Park Avenue.  The opposition was noise related as well as accident 
concerns. 
 
Submitted by  
Kathy Del Guidice, Area Planning Director 
 
 
 
LWV Women and Family Issues 
Annual Report 2018 
 
This year's program commemorating Women's History Month took place on Tuesday, March 20 
at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum.  It was entitled " #MeToo Movement - Why Now, What's 
Next?" and was inspired by a year in which so many women called out their harassers and 
assaulters.  
 
An insightful discussion was held on the challenges confronting women and men in our society 
today and covered gender behavior patterns with what they mean for America's future. While 
opportunities for change politically and culturally were explored, two professors presented 
their currently-in-progress research on "consent".    
 
Our co-sponsor for this event was the Network For Responsible Public Policy (NFRPP).  Our 
audience braved a forecasted major snowstorm to join us and the event was covered by the 
press. 
 



A panel of speakers with expertise in this field offered their perspectives.   Dr. Francesca Deguili 
of Fairleigh Dickinson University, Dr. Jill Hersh of Montclair State University, Dr Jordan Nowotny 
of Fairleigh Dickinson University, and Mike Pallata, CEO and Co-Founder of Traliant, a leading 
provider of online sexual harassment training were our presenters.  The subject was very timely 
and well received.  The evening was very insightful and our Q & A session lively.  
 
All the excellent volunteers for the evening were greatly appreciated. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cece Kent 
Chair, Women and Family Issues 
 
 
 
 
Annual Report-Government 
 
More than ever people are standing up and speaking out.  Young people are energized and the 
LWVMA’S presence is a part of the many movements for reform and change. The political 
system is broken, grassroots organizations across the country are 
demanding solutions to society’s problems through new policies and sensible legislation. That 
can only be accomplished by a united congress, not one that continues to vote party-line.  
 
Last summer, on July 23, 2017, Black Lives Matter Morristown, held a community day 
at George Granby Park.  The League, was one of 24 groups that co-sponsored the event.  
Although some organizations were unable to be present, those that did participate were 
provided with a booth that faced the green. They brought literature and other materials to 
share with passersby. It was a time to meet and great old friends and new.  Chapter President, 
T’anne Kimrough welcomed the crowd and referred to their Mission Statement saying, “We are 
committed to collectively, lovingly and courageously for freedom and for justice for Black 
People and by extension, all people.” 
 
On January 20, 2018, the Women’s March-Morristown was held to call for Power to the Polls 
emphasizing the importance of voter turnout as well as support for the #Me too Movement, 
signaling that sexual harassment in the workplace and elsewhere would no longer be tolerated.  
The police estimated that about 15,000 people attended.  Beginning at Town Hall, the marchers 
walked down South Street to the Morristown Green, where they were greeted by a massive 
crowd. Speakers included:  Governor Phil Murphy, and his wife, Tammy, who shared a personal 
story regarding her own physical assault, Liz Abzug, daughter of feminist Bella Abzug, Bonnie 
Watson Colman, the first African-American congresswoman to represent New Jersey, Sheila 
Olliver, the first African-American woman lieutenant governor for New Jersey, and Nancy 
Hedinger, President, LWVNJ. 
 
Submitted by Joy Buchfirer, Government Director 


